
Gould Electronic• Inc. 
34929 Curti& Boulevard, SUite t 00 
Eastlake, Ohio 44095-4001 
Talfphone: 440-953-!000 
FAX: 440-053-&050 

March 27,2015 

Mr. Hany Steinmetz 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region III 
1650 Arch Street (3HS62) 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Via Emai1 and Regulat· Mail 

Re: Metal Bank of America, Inc. (State Road) Site 

6801 State Road 
Philadelpltia, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Steinmetz: 

•) GOULD 
Electronics 

I write on behalf of Gould Electmnics Inc. ("GEl") in response to correspondence dated 

Feb111ary 23, 2015 regarding the above-referenced site ft·om Joan Armstrong, which I received 

on Februat'y 25,2015. 

As a tlueshold matter, GEl requests that EPA pl'Ovide GEl with the factual basis, including any 

documentary evidence, fm· Ms. Armsti'Ong's assertions on page 2 of her letter that GEl "may 

have arranged for the disposal of polychlorinated biphenyls ('PCBs') and other hazardous 

substances at the Site when [GEl] al'l'anged. on various occasions, fot· scrap transfonners and 

capacitm·s it owned to be sent to the Site. These scrap h·ansformers and capacitors contained 

PCBs and other hazardous substances." GEl was incorporated in Arizona as Nimtec, Inc. in 

1990 and, to the best of my knowledge, has nevt:r engaged in any transactions with Metal Bank 

of America, Inc. 

GEl's research indicates that Gould Electronics Inc., a former Ohio corporation from which GEl 1 

acquired assets in 2003, entered into a CERCLA Admitlistrntive Order on Consent wilh EPA in 

1998 in wllich EPA determined that Gould Electronics Inc. was a de minimis contributor of 

hazardous substances with regard to the "Metal Bank Superfund Site," Located at 730 I Milnor 

Street in Philadelphia. Under the 1998 AOC, the fonner Gould Electronics Inc. paid its allocated 

share of approximately $23.66 million in past ~md future response costs, along with a 200% 

"premium" to cover:fi:JtUt'e uncertainty. The basis tor EPA's assertion of liability was 

documentation related to two 1970 h'ansnctions involving "transformers" with The Metal Bank 

of America, Inc., located at 6801 State Road, Philadelphia, PennsyJvatlia. I am enclosing for 

1 Then known ns Nikko Mnterinls USA, Inc. 



yow· reference the documents that, according to EPA; established Gould Electroni~s Inc.'s 

arrangement for disposal of hazardous substances at the Milnor Street property. 

Ms. Armstrong's recent correspondence did not include the fuctunl basis 1or BPA 's conclusion 

that GEl arranged for disposal of hazardous substances al the nbove-referenced site. To the 

extent that EPA's conclusion is based in whole m· In port on the tmnsnctions previou ly relied 

upon by EPA to establish the fo1·mer Gould Ele<!lronlcs [nc. s contribution of haztu·dous 

substances to tbe Milnor Street property, GEl also requests that EPA expiain why the Agency 

believes that the same hazardous substances were released at the State Road site. GEl did not 

engage in any cleanup activities at the Milnor Street pmperty which might have caused 

haza1·dous substances to be transferred to the State Road pmperly, not· does it have any 

information indicating that the fot·me•· Gould Electronics Inc. did so. 

To the extent that GEl has CERCLA liability at a site, it is always the company's preference to 

negotiate a .:ea-so~bte settlement jn lieu of litigation. At this time, however, EPA has not 

provided GEl witllsufficlent information to determine whether it has such liabi lity with respect 

to the above-referenced site, or eveu an explfmntion as why EPA has L'enched that conch.1sion. 

Accordingly, at this time GEI is unable at to respond either affit'mativcly ru· negatively to Ms. 

Al'mstrong's lettel' until GEl receives the factual intormationrequesteu in this lette1·. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas N. Rich 
Chief Administrative Officer 

OOUUJ 



RECEIVING ·~ SHIPPING AND RECEIVING COPY ~ .... 
THE METAL BANK OF AMERICA 

INC. 
6601 STATE ROAD 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19135 
(215) :!32-6600 
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